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G
od, then, is the universe.  T

he

stars, the planets, the trees, the

flow
ers, the oceans, the

m
ountains the clouds – these are

the body of G
od. T

he spirit that

gives them
 shape and color and

m
otion and beauty is the m

ind of

G
od. E

very hum
an body is part of

G
od’s body and every hum

an

m
ind is part of G

od’s m
ind. T

his

philosophical doctrine is called

P
antheism

, from
 the G

reek w
ords

pan (the w
hole, or everything)

and theos (G
od).

G
od is the U

niverse

U
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W
e seek a renew

ed reverence
for the E

arth and a vision of
N

ature as the ultim
ate context

for hum
an existence.

G
od,

H
um

anity,
and

Pantheism

The E
thics of P

antheism

T
his doctrine of Pantheism

 is m
ore than

a m
ere theory. It has trem

endous practical and
ethical im

plications. For if all hum
anity is one

body and one soul, it follow
s that people cannot

hurt others w
ithout hurting them

selves. T
o do an

injury to your neighbor is to cut off your ow
n

finger or to pluck out your ow
n eye.

T
he happiness of each of us depends

upon the w
ell-being of the w

hole body of hum
an

kind and all living things. For the hum
an race,

like every hum
an being, is a united living

organism
.  A

nd all living things, hum
an and

non-hum
an alike, are united and interdependent.

W
e are m

ore  than m
erely “brothers of a single

hum
an fam

ily under the fatherhood of G
od” as it

has been expressed in the past. W
e are instead,

m
em

bers of a single hum
an entity, and m

em
bers

of a global biosphere, w
hich in turn is an

integral part of the divine essence of G
od.



The Sym
phony of G

od

T
he w

orld m
ay be com

pared to a
sym

phony, in w
hich every one of us is a

note. T
aken by itself, each note is nothing,

but as a contributing part of the sym
phony,

it is everything. E
ven the so-called

“failures” in life are im
portant in the

sum
m

ary of the w
hole.  Suppose, to return

to our sym
phony, the com

poser puts in a
note and then strikes it dow

n again in order
to insert som

ething that w
ill be m

ore
harm

onious in that particular passage. T
he

note that has been w
ritten dow

n and then
rubbed out has been necessary and
im

portant in the com
poser’s thought w

hile
perfecting the sym

phony.

In like m
anner, no hum

an life,
how

ever short or unhappy, has been in
vain. E

ach of us is an essential thread in
the infinite tapestry of life, a significant
note in the sym

phony of  G
od, a

contributory stroke of the brush in the
painting of god – in a w

ord, an intim
ate

part of G
od.
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The N
ature of G

od

G
od is not above us, but

w
ithin us. B

ody and m
ind and spirit

are but three aspects of a single
reality. T

he visible w
orld is the

body of G
od, the thought that

contem
plates it is G

od’s m
ind, and

the energy that m
oves it is G

od’s
spirit.  G

od, in other w
ords, is the

infinite substance, idea and m
otion

of the w
orld. G

od is the w
orld.

E
very blade of grass, every cloud

of earth, every unfolding flow
er,

every living creature, how
ever

low
ly, partakes alike of divine

essence. T
he m

ost m
agnificent

constellation in the heavens and the
poorest beggar on earth are equally
im

portant syllables in the poem
 of

life.

E
very hum

an body, there-
fore, is part of G

od’s m
ind. L

et us
not, how

ever, confuse our ow
n

puny intelligence w
ith the infinite

intelligence of G
od. T

he w
orld is

governed not in accordance w
ith

our individual desires but in
accordance w

ith G
od’s all-

com
prehending plan. T

he story that
G

od has w
oven into the dram

a of
life is beyond our understanding.

U
niversal Intelligence

It is not for us to pass judgm
ent upon the

w
orld, since it has not been m

ade for our benefit. It
is as logical to believe that the w

orld w
as m

ade for
people to enjoy as it w

ould be to believe that hands
and feet w

ere m
ade for m

osquitoes to bite or that
noses w

ere m
ade for spectacles to rest upon. T

he
hum

an individual, the hum
an race, is but a sm

all
part in the infinite plan of god. T

he entire earth is
but a m

icroscopic cell in G
od’s body.

B
ut w

e m
ust be careful, in speaking of

G
od, not to ascribe to the D

ivine a hum
an form

 or
hum

an em
otions. G

od is not a capricious overseer
w

ho sits in heaven and w
ho is sw

ayed by our
prayers to help us or by the prayers of our enem

ies
to injure us. W

hat seem
s good or bad to us as

individuals is of no concern.  For though our m
ind

is a part of G
od’s m

ind, it is only a m
icroscopic

part. A
ll things, to be sure, partake of the

intelligence of G
od. B

ut in this w
orld there are

different grades of intelligence. T
he m

ind of a tree,
for exam

ple, has very little in com
m

on w
ith the

m
ind of a dog; the m

ind of a dog has very little in
com

m
on w

ith the m
ind of the average hum

an; and
the m

ind of the average hum
an has very little in

com
m

on w
ith the m

ind of a Socrates or a
Shakespeare or an E

instein. B
ut even the m

ind of
E

instein as com
pared to G

od is like the m
ind of a

tree as com
pared to E

instein.


